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Mike is an internationally recognized defense and coverage attorney who
routinely handles the spectrum of straightforward to catastrophic & complex
mass tort matters involving the U.S, European, London, Bermuda/Offshore, and
Asia-Pacific Markets.

With more than 30 years of experience at Severson & Werson, Mike chairs Severson &
Werson'’s Insurance Practice Group and serves on the Firm’s Executive Committee. He
advises and represents domestic, European, London Market, Bermuda and Asia-based
insurance and reinsurance companies as well as numerous syndicates at Lloyd’s, London, in
primary and excess matters. Mike also specializes in the defense of insurers as well as their
policyholders, coverage interpretation, claims management and representation of
Underwriters in multiple lines, including property and casualty, professional liability,
employment practices, energy, and product liability. Mike is also a practicing mediator and
Superior Court appointed Special Master.

Mike is active in a number of professional organizations, including the Professional Liability
Underwriting Society (PLUS), the Federation of Defense and Corporate Counsel (FDCC), the
Defense Research Institute (DRI), American Bar Association: Litigation and Tort and
Insurance Practice Sections, State Bar of California, and the State Bar of Indiana. Fellow of
the American Bar Association Foundation. Member of ABA Standing Committee on Lawyers
Professional Liability.

Mike is rated “AV Preeminent” (“Highest possible rating in both legal ability and ethical
standards,”) in both the Bar Membership Peer Group and Judicial Sections of Martindale-
Hubbell’s legal directory, and is a former Deputy Attorney General for the State of Indiana.
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Education

 University of Santa Clara School of Law, J.D., 1983
 University of Santa Clara, B.A., 1980

Admissions

» California

 Indiana

» United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit
e United States Supreme Court

Areas of Practice

Trials

Business Litigation

e Alternative Dispute Resolution

¢ Data Privacy

¢ General Liability Defense

¢ Intellectual Property Advice & Defense

Construction

e Alternative Dispute Resolution

¢ Construction Litigation
¢ Privacy Coverage

e Environmental and Land Use

¢ Intellectual Property Advice & Defense
¢ Risk Management Counseling

Employment
e Alternative Dispute Resolution
Insurance

¢ Alternative Dispute Resolution
¢ Privacy Coverage
* Data Privacy

e Directors & Officers Liability
¢ Environmental and Land Use


https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/cybersecurity-data-privacy/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/general-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/intellectual-property-advice-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/construction-litigation/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/cyber-securityprivacy-liability/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/environmental/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/intellectual-property-advice-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/risk-management-counseling/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution-employment/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/cyber-securityprivacy-liability/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/cybersecurity-data-privacy/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/directors-officers-liability/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/environmental/

¢ General Liability Defense

¢ Insurance Coverage Litigation

¢ Insurance Coverage & Underwriters Representation
¢ Insurance Defense

¢ Intellectual Property Advice & Defense

e Products Liability Defense

¢ Risk Management Counseling

e Sports & Athletics

Professional Liability Defense

¢ Alternative Dispute Resolution
¢ Directors & Officers Liability

Real Estate

e Alternative Dispute Resolution
e Environmental and Land Use

e Risk Management Counseling

Results

e Successfully Resolved Several of the Largest Legal Malpractice Claims in Recent Years

e Successfully Resolved Mass Tort Injury and Property Damage Claim on Behalf of Chemical
Manufacturer

¢ Successfully Resolved Mass Tort Explosion-Related Claim Against Design Professional
¢ Successfully Resolved Class Action MDL Product Liability Claim
e Defended Large Natural Resource Damage Property Claim

¢ Successfully Resolved Hundreds of Injury Death and Property Damage Claims in Northern
California Mass Tort Event Against Utility

¢ Successfully Resolved Billion Dollar Claim in Australia Against Design Professional

¢ Successfully Resolved Suit of National Significance Against Major League Baseball Team and
Players

e Successfully Resolved Catastrophic Property Claim Against The State of Alaska
¢ Successfully Resolved Mass Tort Incident in Washington

¢ Successfully Resolved Alaska Mass Tort Incident

e Prevailed in International Coverage Dispute

Consumer Finance Posts

e 9th Cir. Affirms D&O Carrier’s Rescission of Policy Based on Insured Debt Collection Agency’s
Misrepresentation of Fact in Application


https://www.severson.com/practice-area/general-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/insurance-coverage-litigation/
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https://www.severson.com/practice-area/intellectual-property-advice-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/products-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/risk-management-counseling/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/sports-athletics/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/directors-officers-liability/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/environmental/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/risk-management-counseling/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-several-largest-legal-malpractice-claims-recent-years/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-mass-tort-injury-property-damage-claim-behalf-chemical-manufacturer/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-mass-tort-injury-property-damage-claim-behalf-chemical-manufacturer/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-mass-tort-explosion-related-claim-design-professional/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-class-action-mdl-product-liability-claim/
https://www.severson.com/result/defended-large-natural-resource-damage-property-claim/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-hundreds-injury-death-property-damage-claims-northern-california-mass-tort-event-utility/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-hundreds-injury-death-property-damage-claims-northern-california-mass-tort-event-utility/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-billion-dollar-claim-australia-design-professional/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-suit-national-significance-major-league-baseball-team-players/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-suit-national-significance-major-league-baseball-team-players/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-catastrophic-property-claim-state-alaska/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-mass-tort-incident-washington/
https://www.severson.com/result/successfully-resolved-alaska-mass-tort-incident/
https://www.severson.com/result/prevailed-international-coverage-dispute/
https://www.severson.com/consumer-finance/9th-cir-affirms-carriers-rescission-policy-based-insured-debt-collection-agencys-misrepresentation-fact-application/
https://www.severson.com/consumer-finance/9th-cir-affirms-carriers-rescission-policy-based-insured-debt-collection-agencys-misrepresentation-fact-application/

