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Mary Kate Sullivan is Severson & Werson'’s former CEO/managing partner,
current Chief Financial Officer and current member of the Firm’s Executive
Committee. Mary Kate also previously led Severson & Werson'’s Financial
Services Practice Group. She is an experienced commercial litigator, emphasizing
individual consumer complaints, consumer class actions, financial institution
litigation, and complex business disputes.

Ms. Sullivan has extensive experience defending bank and non-bank financial institutions in
business disputes arising from complex lending agreements, consumer protection laws and
regulatory disclosure requirements and in actions arising from fiduciary relationships,
insurance bad faith, and business torts. She is also involved with the Firm'’s class action
practice, representing mortgage banking and auto finance companies in class actions
involving loan payoff and reconveyance procedures, and raising claims based on statutory
violations, unfair business practices, breach of contract, and fraud. After years of defending
both private lenders and government sponsored entities which are subject to specific and
rigorous regulatory structures, she understands the pressures and constraints lenders face
and the difficult choices prudent lending and risk management require. Ms. Sullivan also
has experience with appeals and extraordinary writ proceedings in state and federal
appellate courts.

Ms. Sullivan received her law degree from the University of California, Hastings College of
the Law. She earned her Bachelor of Sciences in Nursing from the University of San
Francisco and was a practicing registered nurse for over ten years. She still maintains her
nursing license on active status. Before joining Severson & Werson in 1998, Ms. Sullivan
practiced at Eisenberg & Spector in San Francisco.
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Education

» University of California, Hasting College of the Law ]J.D., 1995
» University of San Francisco, B.S., Nursing, 1984

Admissions

e California

Areas of Practice

Trials

Banking

e Alternative Dispute Resolution
¢ Bank Operations

e FinTech

e Third Party Subpoenas

Business Litigation

e Alternative Dispute Resolution

e Class Actions Defense

¢ General Liability Defense

¢ Lender Liability Defense

e Unfair Business Practices (UDAP) Litigation

Financial Services

e Alternative Dispute Resolution
e Automobile Finance

¢ Class Actions Defense

¢ Lender Liability Defense

¢ Mortgage Banking

¢ Regulatory Compliance and Enforcement Actions
e Telephone Consumer Protection Act (TCPA)

e Unfair Business Practices (UDAP) Litigation

Real Estate

¢ Alternative Dispute Resolution

e Commercial Finance & Secured Transactions


https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/bank-operations/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/fintech/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/third-party-subpoenas/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/class-actions-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/general-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/lender-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/unfair-business-practices-udap-litigation/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/automobile-finance/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/class-actions-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/lender-liability-defense/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/mortgage-banking/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/regulatory-compliance-regulatory-enforcement-actions/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/telephone-consumer-protection-act-tcpa/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/unfair-business-practices-udap-litigation/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/alternative-dispute-resolution/
https://www.severson.com/practice-area/commercial-finance-secured-transactions/

e Mortgage & Construction Financing

Results

e Wrongful Foreclosure/Truth-in-Lending Act Claims

Publications

e Sullivan, M.K., (June 17, 2015). California Court of Mortgage Servicing Alert: Borrowers May Now

Obtain Attorney’s Fees For Preliminary Injunctions Issued Under The Homeowner Bill of Rights Act
Alert
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